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This report is the result of the first 
intensive field survey of the 
butterflies of the Red Hill Valley 
study area. The area had previously 
been surveyed for butterflies in 1991 
as part of the Natural Areas Inventory 
of Hamilton-Wentworth. However, 
time constraints limited the amount of 
time that could be spent at any one 
natural area, and only a few hours 
were spent on butterfly observations 
during 199], Nonetheless, a good 
proportion of the extant butterflies 
was observed in 1991 (35 species). 

Methods 

There was no special methodology 
needed for a census of butterflies. 
Methods consisted simply of 
searching suitable habitats in 
different seasons to record all 
species present. In general terms a 
transect was walked through 
different areas. The Valley was 
divided up into different units called 


Areas . These Areas were often 
differentiated by habitat. However, 
some abutting Areas had identical or 
similar habitat and were separated to 
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make the Areas smaller. This was 
done so that species distribution 
could be more "fine-tuned". Existing 
trails were used when present to 
conduct these surveys, especially 
through wooded areas. However, in 
open field situations trails were often 
not needed. Flower patches were 
usually visited to record nectaring 
butterflies. Binoculars were always 
on hand to help in identification, 
especially with skippers. Only 
unidentifiable specimens or rare 
strays were to be collected, however, 
none of these was encountered. If a 
specimen could not be identified 
with binoculars it was caught with a 
butterfly net and then identified. The 
individual was then set free with 
minimal damage (ie. lost scales). No 
individual was collected. 

The study area was visited on 11 
dates throughout the season from 10 
May until 30 August to search for 
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butterflies. Several Areas were 
visited more than once. The habitats 
that were identified as significant to 
butterflies were often repeatedly 
visited. These were usually open 
habitats adjacent to woodlands with 
an abundance of flowering plants 
present. Habitats that were generally 
species-poor for butterflies ( ie. 
heavily wooded areas) were usually 
visited only once or twice. 

There were a few species-specific 
searches that were conducted. In 
early May wooded parts of the 
Escarpment were searched to look 
for the West Virginia White. Also at 
this time, the edges of the pine 
plantation was searched to look for 
Eastern Pine Elfin. 

Results 

Forty-five species were recorded in 
1995 and two other species have 
been recorded in recent times. In 
1991 during the NA1 of 
Hamilton-Wentworth, Northern 
Pearly Eye was recorded in Red Hill 
Valley and also at Felker's Falls. 

Also in 1993, a Compton 
Tortoiseshell was recorded along the 
Escarpment between Felker's Falls 
and Albion Falls. Therefore, since 
1991, 47 species have been recorded 
in the study area. Of these, 38 
species are resident (see below) in 
the Valley. Another seven species 
recorded are immigrants to the 
Valley, with all but the Painted Lady 
being annual immigrants. Two other 
species, Dion Skipper and Meadow 
Fritillary, may be resident in the 
Valley, however, it is the author's 
view that these records were of 
strays io die Valley as there may not 
be suitable habitat present for these 


species. 

The definition of resident , immigrant 
and stray is as follows: 

Resident species- those species that 
can complete their life cycle in the 
Valley and can successfully 
overwinter. They are generally 
found at the same location from year 
to year . 

Immigrant species- those species 
that can complete their life cycle in 
the Valley upon arrival, but cannot 
overwinter. Their presence in the 
Valley is the result of immigration 
from populations further south. 

Stray species- those species that are 
not capable of completing their life 
cycle in the Valley either due lack 
of suitable habitat and/or absence of 
larval foodplants. 



Two resident species recorded in the 
Valley, Northern Cloudywing and 
Hickory Hairstreak, are rare in 
Hamilton-Wentworth Region The 
definition of rare status in the 
Region for butterflies is as follows 
(Lamond & Wormington 1995): a 
species found at 10 or fewer 
stations, with stations being 
separated by at least one kilometre. 

Four resident species recorded, 
Silver-spotted Skipper, American 
Copper, Bronze Copper and Acadian 
Hairstreak, are considered 
uncommon in Hamilton-Wentworth 


Region. An uncommon status is 
defined as follows (Lamond & 
Wormington 1995):o species found 
at between 11-30 stations, with 
stations being separated by at least 
one kilometre. 

Species that are found at more than 
30 stations in the Region are 
considered common (Lamond & 
Wormington 1995). 

The Red Hill Valley study area 
supports a diverse assemblage of 
butterflies largely due to the diverse 
habitat types within the study area. 
The only major habitat type that is 
lacking is sedge-marsh which 
supports about five species of 
skipper in Hamilton-Wentworth. Of 
the resident species observed in 
1995, six are significant in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. The valley is 
thus important for these species. 

The most important locations for 
butterflies in the Valley are the open 
successional habitats with an 
abundance of wildflowers. The most 
important Areas in descending order 
are: A, Q, C, R, B, D, P & U. 
(Editor's Note: Twenty eight 
butterfly habitat Areas were 
identified by the author and are 
illustrated on the map that will 
accompany the publication of the 
report. Unfortunately, the map could 
not be reproduced in the Wood 
Duck.) Area A is considered the 
most important because it has a 
good-sized population of Northern 
Cloudywing and American Copper, 
both significant species, as well as a 
high diversity of species. Area Q is 
dominated by Wild Bergamont 
(Monarda fistulosa) which is an 
excellent nectar source for 
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butterflies, hence this Area is rich in 
butterfly species including the 
significant Silver-spotted Skipper. 
Area C is small and not too diverse 
but the significant species, Hickory 
Hairstreak and Acadian Hairstreak, 
were found here which makes this 
Area important. Area R is a large 
open habitat with lots of wildflowers 
which supports a diverse butterfly 
fauna. The other Areas mentioned 
above are also very important for 
preserving the diversity of butterflies 
in Red Hill Valley as they provide 
distinct sub-populations for each 
species. These sub-populations 
provide for genetic diversity and 
also help prevent local extinctions as 
they can provide colonizing 
individuals for nearby 
sub-populations that become 
extirpated. 

Little can be done, from a 
management perspective, to maintain 
or enhance the butterflies of Red 
Hill Valley. Most of the butterfly 
species present require open habitats 
to persist. Succession of old field 
habitats will gradually eliminate 
many species from the study area. 
Management practices that keep 
habitats in an early successional 
state will be beneficial to butterflies. 
However, this can be very labour 
intensive and therefore costly. 
Perhaps, smaller areas of important 
habitat such as at Areas A & C, 
could be managed in this way. 
Management practices that would 
keep habitats in an early 
successional state include late season 
mowing, small burns and spot 
herbicide spraying of shrubs and 
small trees. Burning may not be 
practical in an urban park and may 


be detrimental to some insect 
species. The other strategies may be 
preferable. Obviously, any 
management of this sort must be 
carefully planned and implemented 
so as to not affect other uncommon 
to rare species of flora and fauna. 

Annotated Checklist 
The following checklist is compiled 
largely from data collected in 1995. 
Information from the NAI of 1991 is 
also used as well as observations 
from other years by competent 
observers. It includes data from the 
study area which is comprised of 
Red Hill Valley and Felker's Falls. 
Common & scientific names follow 
those of the North American 
Butterfly Association (Cassie 1993), 
although Summer Azure is included 
as a full species based on Wright 
(1995). Butterfly status in 
Hamilton-Wentworth is based on 
Lamond & Wormington (1995) (see 
above). All species listed below are 
considered as resident species unless 
indicated otherwise as immigrants or 
strays. 

SILVER-SPOTTED SKIPPER 

(Epargyreus clarus) 

This species is uncommon in the 
Region being previously found at 12 
stations. It was found at four widely 
separated locations in the Valley, all 
below the Escarpment. It was found 
in Areas R,Q,U & P. Individuals 
were observed from 19 to 26 July. 
The size of the population in the 
Valley is not large as only six 
individuals were observed, all in the 
latter half of July. The foodplant of 
this species in the Valley is likely 
Hog Peanut. 


NORTHERN CLOIJDYWING 

(Thorybes pylades) 

This species is rare in 
Hamilton-Wentworth (6 stations). It 
was previously recorded in Red Hill 
Creek at two stations during the 
NAI of 1991 and at one station at 
Felker's Falls. It was recorded from 
14 June until 12 July with a 
maximum count of seven individuals 
on 28 June in Area A. In 1991 it 
was recorded in Area A, as well as a 
station behind Elizabeth Bagshaw 
School. Its foodplant in the Valley is 
probably only Lespedeza spp. of 
which three species are found in 
Area A. On one occasion a female 
Northern Cloudywing was observed 
to oviposit on Lespedeza hirta. The 
occurrence of individuals in the 
adjacent Area B was probably the 
result of individuals straying from 
A. The dry old-field complex at 
Area A is essential for the survival 
of this species in the Valley. If this 
Area succumbs to succession the 
three species of Lespedeza will be 
severely diminished, leading to the 
probable extirpation of this species 
from the Valley. 

JUVENAL’S DUSKYWING 
(Erynnis Juvenalis) 

This species is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth but at Red Hill 
Valley it was only found in three 
Areas (A,M & N) between 23 May 
and 14 June. A maximum of six 
individuals was observed on 14 June 
in the above three locations. In 1991 
this species was also found in the 
ski hill area. This species should be 
more common in the oak areas near 
the upper lip of the escarpment but 
this area was not searched at the 
appropriate time of the season. 


Page 145 


The Wood Duck 


May 1996 


LEAST SKIPPER (.Ancyloxypha 
mimitor) 

This species is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. In Red Hill 
Valley, it was found in five Areas 
(J,H,M,N & U) from Hwy 53 north 
to the TH&B RR bridge. Nine 
individuals were observed with a 
maximum of three in Area M on 14 
June. The first brood was recorded 
only on 14 June and the second 
brood only on 26 July. 

EUROPEAN SKIPPER 

( Thymeliens lineola) 

This common Hamilton-Wentworth 
skipper was introduced from 
Europe.lt is abundant in the study 
area from Hwy 53 to the creek 
mouth. It is the most common 
butterfly (skipper or true butterfly) 
in our area including Red Hill 
Valley. Over 2,500 individuals were 
observed in the valley in 1995. 
Some maximums recorded include 
700 in Area D and 400 in Area B, 
both on 28 June. This species was 
also recorded at Felker's Falls in 
1991. It is unknown if this species 
negatively affects other native 
skippers, but it probably has little 
affect. This species was recorded 
from 14 June until 26 July. 

PECK’S SKIPPER (Poiiies 
peckius) 

This species is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth and in Red 
Hill Valley. It was found from Hwy 
53 north to Area R, north of 
Queenston Road. However, it 
probably occurs in open areas north 
of Area R to the creek mouth. 
Thirty-eight individuals were 
recorded from 12 Areas on nine 
dates. A maximum count of seven 


individuals was recorded in Area Q 
on 21 June. The first brood was 
recorded on 14 June and the last 
record of the second brood was on 
30 August. 

TAWNY-EDGED SKIPPER 

(Pollies ihemislocles) 

This species is common in the 
Region, however at Red Hill Valley 
it is scarce. It was recorded only 
once, on 26 July in Area P. and was 
not recorded in 1991. 

CROSSLINE SKIPPER (Pollies 
origenes) 

A fairly common skipper in 
Hamilton-Wentworth, although most 
known sites are in Flamborough 
Township. This species was only 
recorded in Area A. Eight 
individuals were recorded on three 
dates ranging from 28 June to 12 
July. In 1991 this species was 
recorded in Area B. 

LONG DASH (Pollies mystic) 

A common skipper in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. Recorded 
from 14 June until 28 June in Red 
Hill Valley. Only recorded from 
Area I (south of Stonechurch Road) 
north to Area N. A total of 45 
individuals was recorded from nine 
Areas on two dates. 

NORTHERN BROKEN-DASH 

(Wallengrenia egeremel) 

This species is common in the 
Region. It is fairly widespread in 
Red Hill Valley, being found from 
Area K along Hwy 53, north to 
Area R, north of Queenston Road. 
There were 21 individuals recorded 
from eight Areas on five dates from 
28 June until 26 July This species 
was recorded from Felker's Falls in 


1991. 

LITTLE GLASSYWING 

(Pompeius vema) 

This skipper is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. In Red Hill 
Valley this species is fairly restricted 
as it was observed in only five 
Areas, A,B,L,N & Q. Sixteen 
individuals were recorded on four 
dates from 28 June to 19 July. A 
maximum of nine individuals was 
observed in Area A on 2 July. 
However, in 1991 over 20 
individuals were observed in the 
general vicinity of the Elizabeth 
Bagshaw School. 

DELAWARE SKIPPER (Atrytone 
logon) 

This species is common in 
Flamilton-Wentworth, but is 
restricted in Red Hill Valley being 
found at only three widely scattered 
Areas. It was found above the 
escarpment in Area J, and below the 
escarpment in Areas Q & P. Only 
six individuals were observed on 
three dates from 12 to 26 July. This 
species was observed in Area O in 
1991 and also at Felker's Falls. 

HOBOMOK SKIPPER (Poanes 
hobomok) 

This woodland skipper is common in 
the Region and also in Red Hill 
Valley. It was found from Hwy 53 
north to Queenston Road, however, 
it probably occurs throughout the 
valley. Fifty-one individuals were 
recorded from 11 Areas on four 
dates, from 14 June until 2 July. 

One pocahontas (dark form) female 
was observed in Area F on 14 June. 
Also observed at Felker’s Falls in 
1991. 


Page 146 



The Wood Duck 


May 1996 


DION SKIPPER (Euphyes dion) 
This sedge-marsh skipper is 
uncommon in Hamilton-Wentworth 
Region. One individual was found in 
Area Q on 19 July. This individual 
was probably a stray as there was no 
suitable habitat nearby. In fact, Red 
Hill Valley does not appear to 
support any sedge-marsh habitat 
which this species requires. 

DUN SKIPPER (Euphyes vestris) 
This is a common skipper in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. It was 
recorded in several widely scattered 
Areas in Red Hill Valley. Twelve 
individuals were recorded from eight 
Areas from 28 June until 26 July. A 
maximum of three individuals was 
observed in Area R on 19 July. 

BLACK SWALLOWTAIL 

(Papilio polyxenes) 

This species is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. It is usually 
found in open areas ranging from 
backyards and agricultural areas to 
successional old fields. It was 
observed at Red Hill Valley from 
Hwy 53 north to Brampton Street. 
Fifteen individuals were recorded 
from 11 Areas from 23 May to 30 
August. The first brood was 
recorded from 23 May to 14 June 
and the second brood from 19 July 
to 30 August. Although the Black 
Swallowtail is wide-ranging and 
conspicuous, in the Valley, only a 
maximum of two individuals was 
observed in any Area. Six 
individuals were recorded on 16 July 
1991 at Felker’s Falls. 

EASTERN TIGER 
SWALLOWTAIL (Papilio glaucus) 
This species is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth although its 


numbers seem to fluctuate markedly. 
It was observed on only four 
occasions fiom 14 June to 19 July 
(Area A,F,R,AA). This conspicuous 
species was observed on a few other 
occasions by other members of the 
biological inventory team. It was 
also recorded at Felker’s Falls when 
three individuals were observed on 8 
June 1991. 

CABBAGE WHITE (Pieris rapae) 
This introduced butterfly is the most 
widespread butterfly in the Hamilton 
area being found almost everywhere. 
At Red Hill Valley, it is a very 
common butterfly and is the most 
widespread, occurring in 25 of 30 
Areas surveyed. It is at least triple 
brooded in the Valley and was 
recorded from 10 May until 30 
August. Peak numbers occurred in 
July when 53 individuals were 
recorded in Areas J & H. 

CLOUDED SULPHUR [Common 
Sulphur] (Colias philodice) 

A common species of all open areas 
in Hamilton-Wentworth and Red 
Hill Valley. It was recorded from 14 
June until 30 August. Forty-five 
individuals were recorded from 13 
Areas ranging from Hwy 53 to north 
of Queen ston Road and the species 
likely occurs in open areas right to 
the creek mouth. A high count of 
nine individuals was observed in 
Area H on 30 August. 

ORANGE SULPHUR (Colias 
eurytheme ) 

This species is an immigrant to 
Hamilton-Wentworth and Red Hill 
Valley. Nonetheless, it occurs 
annually in variable numbers. In 
1995 this species was less common 
than average in our area and this 


was reflected in the results from Red 
Hill Valley. Only 11 individuals 
were recorded from seven Areas 
from 14 June to 30 August. A high 
of three individuals was recorded 
from Area O on 19 July. This 
species occupies the same habitat as 
the former species. 

AMERICAN COPPER (Lycaena 
phlaeas) 

This species is uncommon in 
Hamilton-Wentworth being 
previously known from 14 stations. 

It had not previously been recorded 
from Red Hill Valley. A good-sized 
population occurs in Area A. This 
area is dry and open and is also the 
location of the population of 
Northern Cloudywing. The foodplant 
of this species is Sheep Sorrel 
(Rumex acetosella) which is 
common at this location. Twenty 
individuals were observed at this 
location on four dates from 23 May 
to 23 August. This species is at least 
double-brooded in our area. The 
first brood was recorded from 23 
May to 14 June and the second 
brood was recorded from 12 July to 
23 August. A maximum of eight 
individuals was observed on 12 July. 

BRONZE COPPER (Lycaena 
hylliis) 

This species is uncommon in 
Hamilton-Wentworth being known 
previously at 23 stations. It was 
recorded at one location in Red Hill 
Valley at Area H, a marshy area, 
just south of Stonechurch Road. 

Here two individuals were observed 
on 14 June. This is largely at 
wetland species as it foodplants are 
largely restricted to wet areas. 

Where found, populations never 
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seem to be very large. 

ACADIAN HAIRSTREAK 

(Satyrium acadica) 

This species is uncommon in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. It was found 
at two relatively close Areas in Red 
Hill Valley, Areas C and N. One 
individual was observed on 2 July 
and the other individual was 
observed on 19 July. This is largely 
at wetland species as the main 
foodplant is willows (Salix spp ). 

The two Areas in Red Hill Valley 
where this species was found were 
characterized by wettish soils with 
no standing water. 

BANDED HAIRSTREAK 

(Satyrium calanus) 

This is the commonest and most 
widespread hairstreak in 
Hamilton-Wentworth and also in 
Red Hill Valley. Twelve individuals 
were recorded from five Areas 
(AA,A,B,J,L) on three dates, from 
28 June until 12 July. A maximum 
of three individuals was observed in 
Area A A on 28 June. In 1991 this 
species was observed in the vicinity 
of the Elizabeth Bagshaw School, in 
Area BB, and in the vicinity of Area 
W. In this latter location, eight 
individuals were observed on 27 
June. 

HICKORY HAIRSTREAK 

(Satyrium caryaevomm) 

The Hickory Hairstreak is rare in 
Hamilton-Wentworth being known 
previously from seven stations. This 
species had not previously been 
recorded from Red Hill Valley. One 
individual was observed on 2 July in 
Area C. 


STRIPED HAIRSTREAK 

(Satyrium liparops) 

This hairstreak is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. At Red Hill 
Valley only three individuals were 
recorded from three Areas (A,L,W) 
from 2 to 19 July. 

EASTERN TAILED-BLUE 

(liveres comyntas) 

This is a common butterfly in 
Hamilton-Wentworth, often being 
abundant in agricultural areas 
dominated by alfalfa. In Red Hill 
Valley, 13 individuals were observed 
from four Areas (A,D,G,N) from 23 
May until 30 August. This species 
probably has three broods in our 
area. The Eastern Tailed-blue was 
most common in Area A where 
seven individuals were observed on 
23 May. In 1991 this species was 
observed at Felker's Falls on 17 
July. 

SPRING AZURE (Celastrina 
ladon) 

This common and familiar butterfly 
was only recorded on two dates 
from four Areas (A,B,BB,DD). 
Twenty-two individuals were 
observed, 15 of these from Area BB 
on 10 May. This species was also 
recorded on 23 May. In 1991 the 
Spring Azure was observed in the 
vicinity of the ski hill area. 

SUMMER AZURE (Celastrina 
neglecta) 

This species has only recently been 
proposed as a full species (Wright 
1995). It was fonnerly considered a 
summer form of the Spring Azure. 
Previously, the summer form of the 
Spring Azure was always regarded 
as rather scarce in the Hamilton 
area, thus this species current local 


status is unknown. There was only 
one sighting of the Summer Azure 
in Red Hill Valley, in Area P, on 26 
July. In 1991, six individuals were 
observed at Felker's Falls on 16 
July. 

GREAT SPANGLED 

FRITILLARY (Speyeria cybele) 

The Great Spangled Fritillary is 
common in Hamilton-Wentworth. In 
Red Hill Valley, nine individuals 
were observed from seven Areas 
(B,D,G,K,L,P,Q) from 28 June to 23 
August. This species was observed 
from Hwy 53 north to Queenston 
Road. As this butterfly is large and 
easily identified, the few records 
gathered in 1995 indicate that the 
Valley population of this species is 
not large. Three individuals of this 
species were observed on 16 July 
1991 at Felker’s Falls. 

MEADOW FRITILLARY (Boloria 
bellona) 

This species is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth but its status 
in Red Hill Valley is uncertain. One 
individual was observed in Area D 
on 28 June. This species had 
previously been unrecorded in the 
Valley. This species was searched 
for again after the original sighting 
but no further individuals were 
located. The Meadow Fritillary is 
either in low numbers in Area D or 
the individual observed was a stray 
from outside the Valley. 

PEARL CRESCENT (Phyciodes 
lharos) 

This species is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth as is the case 
in Red Hill Valley. It was recorded 
from Hwy 53 north to Brampton 
Street. Fifty-eight individuals were 
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recorded from 15 Areas from 14 
June until 30 August. This species is 
at least double-brooded and the first 
brood was only recorded on 14 June. 
Tire second brood was recorded 
fr om 12 July until 30 August. A 
maximum count of nine individuals 
was recorded from Area Q on 23 
August. In 1991, 15 individuals 
were recorded at Felker's Falls on 
16 July. 

NORTHERN CRESCENT [Orange 
Crescent] ( Phyciodes selenis) 

This look-alike of the preceding 
species is Common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth, but was only 
recorded on 21 June in Red Hill 
Valley. On this date, one individual 
was observed in each of Areas W 
and Q. 

QUESTION MARK (Polygonia 
mterrogationis ) 

The Question Mark is an immigrant 
to Hamilton Wentworth as well as 
Red Hill Valley. It is usually fairly 
common but its numbers fluctuate 
from year to year. Six individuals 
were recorded from 6 Areas from 21 
June to 12 July. One individual was 
recorded on 30 May 1991 in the ski 
hill area. 

EASTERN COMMA [Comma] 
{Polygonia comma) 

This species is common in wooded 
areas of Hamilton-Wentworth. In 
Red Hill Valley, it was only 
observed on 10 May, when five 
individuals were observed in Area 
BB and one individual was observed 
in Area B. This species is likely 
more common in the Valley than 
these few records indicate. 

COMPTON TORTOISESHELL 


(Nymphalis vaualbum) 

This species is erratic in its 
distribution in Hamilton-Wentworth. 
It is never really common and its 
population fluctuates from year to 
year. In some years it appears to be 
absent from the Region. It is 
typically a northern species that acts 
like a resident species, but never 
seems to persist in any one area for 
very many years. In 1994, one 
individual was observed along the 
Escarpment brow between Felker’s 
and Albion Falls on 1 April by B. 
McHattie and J. Neysmith. It was 
not observed in the study area in 
1991 or 1995. 

MOURNING CLOAK {Nymphalis 
antiopa ) 

The Mourning Cloak is a common 
and familiar woodland butterfly in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. In Red Hill 
Valley, 13 individuals were observed 
from 11 Areas from 10 May to 23 
August. A maximum count of three 
individuals was recorded from Area 
BB on 10 May. This species was 
observed at Felker’s Falls in 1991. 

AMERICAN LADY [American 
Painted Lady] {Vanessa virginiensis) 
This species is an immigrant to the 
Hamilton area. It is annual in 
occurrence and some years it can be 
quite common. In 1995, this species 
was relatively common in the 
Region but only three individuals 
were observed in Red Hill Valley 
from three Areas (I,R,P) from 14 
June until 26 July. 

PAINTED LADY {Vanessa cardui) 
As in the previous species, the 
Painted Lady is an immigrant to the 
Hamilton area. However, this species 
is far less predictable than the 


American Lady being absent fr om 
the Region about every other year. 

In some years, however, it can be 
abundant. In 1995, it was at best 
uncommon in the Region and only 
one individual was observed in the 
Valley in Area A on 2 July. Also at 
Felker’s Falls in 1991. 

RED ADMIRAL {Vanessa 
atalanta ) 

This species is regarded as a 
common immigrant in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. A very few 
adults may overwinter, but evidence 
for this is lacking. This species was 
not very common in 1995 as only 
five individuals were observed in the 
Valley in five Areas from 14 June to 
19 July. However, 11 individuals 
were recorded by the migratory bird 
personnel in 1995. 

RED-SPOTTED PURPLE 

{Limenitis arthemis astyanax) 

The Red-spotted Purple is common 
in Hamilton-Wentworth. In the Red 
Hill Valley, seven individuals were 
recorded from five Areas 
(A,B,D,J,W) from 14 June until 2 
July. No individuals of the second 
brood were recorded. One individual 
observed in Area A on 2 July 
intergraded between subspecies 
astyanax and arthemis (White 
Admiral). This individual possessed 
banding like a typical White 
Admiral, but it was far less intense 
than on a typical arthemis. 

VICEROY {Limenitis archippus) 
The Viceroy is a common butterfly 
in Hamilton-Wentworth, being 
found largely near wetlands due to 
the distribution of its foodplant, 
Willows {Salix spp.). This species is 
widely distributed in the Valley 


Page 149 


The Wood Duck 


May 1990 


being found from Hwy 53 north to 
Brampton Street. Seventeen 
individuals were recorded from 12 
Areas from 14 June to 23 August. A 
maximum count of three butterflies 
was observed in Area I on 14 June. 
Also recorded near the ski hill area 
in 1991. 

NORTHERN PEARLY EYE 

(Enocha anthedon) 

This species is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth, although it is 
much more widespread in the 
north-western part of the Region. It 
was not found in the study area in 
1995. In 1991 one fresh individual 
was observed on 19 June near die 
Elizabeth Bagshaw School and on 
17 July one individual was observed 
at Felker's Falls. This species is 
apparently quite uncommon in the 
study area. 

LITTLE WOOD SATYR (Megisto 
cymela) 

This species is common and 
widespread in the Region, which is 
also the situation in Red Hill Valley 
where this species is the most 
numerous true butterfly. This species 
was recorded from Hwy 53 north to 
Melvin Street. Over 1000 individuals 
were recorded from 18 Areas from 
14 June to 19 July. High counts 
included 300 in Area B and 150 in 
Area A, both on 14 June. At 
Felker’s Falls 25 individuals were 
recorded oil 8 June 1991. 

COMMON RINGLET [Inornate 
Ringlet] (Coenonympha lullia 
inornata) 

This double-brooded species is 
common throughout 
Hamilton-Wentworth, including Red 
Hill Valley. It was recorded from 


Hwy 53 north to Queenston Road. 
Eighty-four individuals were 
recorded from 11 Areas from 14 
Jiuie to 30 August. The first brood 
was observed from 14 to 28 June 
and the less numerous second brood 
was observed from 23 to 30 August. 
A high count of 27 individuals was 
observed on 14 June in Area J. 
Twenty individuals were recorded at 
Felker's Falls on 8 June 1991. 

COMMON WOOD NYMPH 

(Cercyonis pegala nephele) 

The Common Wood Nymph, is as 
its name suggests, is common in 
Hamilton-Wentworth. It is also very 
numerous and widespread in Red 
Hill Valley occurring in all open 
grassy areas. It was recorded from 
Hwy 53 north to Brampton Street. 
Over 400 individuals were recorded 
from 18 Areas from 28 June to 23 
August. The maximum high count 
recorded was 180 individuals in 
Areas J and I combined on 12 July. 
Also recorded at Felker's Falls in 
1991. 

MONARCH (Danaus plexippus) 
This well-known immigrant was 
below average in number in 1995 
within the Hamilton area. At Red 
Hill Valley, only five individuals 
were observed from five Areas. 

Even dining the last butterfly survey 
on 30 August, when Monarch 
numbers should have been near their 
peak, no Monarch was seen 
anywhere. However, subsequently, 
the migratory bird personnel 
observed Monarchs routinely on 
their transects throughout September 
until 20 October. A maximum count 
of eight Monarchs was observed on 
transect 1B on 11 October. The 


Valley has plenty of suitable 
Monarch habitat as there are large 
Common Milkweed patches 
scattered throughout the Valley. 

References 
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FalconWatch ’96 

by Brian B argon 

It was a great joy to see the 
return of the peregrines to their 
downtown Hamilton nest site on 
March 19. Sightings through the 
winter indicated that at least one 
bird, probably the male, remained in 
the city, taking advantage of the 
ample food supply. 

The pair are several weeks 
ahead of last year in choosing a nest 
site, courtship, and mating. Much 
less time and effort was spent on 
ritual displays. The female needed 
little encouragement to accept the 
nest ledge. We missed the elaborate 
flight displays that took place in 
1995, although the male did put 
some effort into fending off the 
advances of another suitor in the 
first couple of weeks. Although we 
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have not been able to see any leg 
bands, I would not be surprised to 
learn that this is the same pair that 
nested here last year. 

The falcon nest box supplied by 
the Canadian Wildlife Service and 
installed on the hotel roof by 
Sheraton employees has drawn no 
attention from the falcons. We had 
hoped that the inclement weather of 
the past few weeks would have led 
the birds to seek shelter in the box 
and to discover its potential as a safe 
nest site. No luck. Consensus is that 
the birds simply have not read the 
literature on nest boxes. 

Our observations indicate that 
incubation began around April 1, 
although this has not been 
confirmed. Falcons incubate their 
eggs for about 33 days and the 
chicks spend 35 to 45 days in the 
nest. That would put fledging in the 
latter half of June; a full month 
earlier than last year. 

The nest ledge is at the top of 
the vertical column of windows 
which is third from the left as you 
look up at the hotel from King 
Street. Last year's nest scrape was at 
the east, or right-hand, end of the 
ledge. This year, however, we are 


seeing the female spending more 
time in the west end of the ledge. 

Nancy Mahoney, on behalf of 
the Canadian Wildlife Service, has 
asked the Hamilton Naturalists' Club 
to organize the fledging monitoring 
programme again this year. This was 
a massive effort in 1995, belatedly 
put into effect when Hamilton" 
was in trouble on the roof of the 
Hamilton Art Gallery. In 1996, we 
are planning in advance. Since the 
birds must be monitored from dawn 
until dusk, many, many observers 
will be needed. I encourage those 
interested in taking part in this most 
rewarding project, to put their names 
on the sign up sheet which will be at 
the May general meeting or to leave 
a message on the HNC Birding 
Hot-line (905) 648-9537. * 


Birders’ 

Hamilton Study Area 
Bird Life Lists 

by Rob Dobos 

In response to my request in the 
March 1996 Wood Duck for 


interested HNC members to submit 
their Hamilton Study Area bird life 
list totals (up to December 31, 
1995), the following people have 
submitted their list totals. For 
reference, the HSA bird checklist 
(recently updated) now sits at 372 
species. 

# of species 


Bob Curry 333 

John Olmsted 330 

Jim Dowall 321 

Kevin McLaughlin 318 

Alan Wormington 312 

Rob Dobos 310 

Bill Lamond 308 

John Miles 308 

Denys Gardiner 305 

Barb Charlton 291 

Mike Street 277 

Lois Evans 270 

Dennis Lewington 254 

Gwen Lewington 254 

Robert Dawson 247 


This list will be updated annually, so 
don’t hesitate to send me your list 
totals if you wish to be included 
next year. 

Predictions for Future New Species 
for HSA Checklist 

Also in response to my request, 
a number of members have 
forwarded their predictions of the 
next new species which will be 
added to the Hamilton Study Area 
bird checklist. These species, with 
the number of times nominated, are 
as follows: 


Northern Wheatear 5 

Ross's Goose 4 

Ross's Gull 4 

White-faced Ibis 3 

White Ibis 1 
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Slaty-backed Gull 1 

Black Skimmer 1 

Say's Phoebe 1 

Golden-crowned Sparrow 1 
Brambling 1 

Great-tailed Grackle 1 


The following people submitted 
predictions: Bob Curry, Rob Dobos, 


Lois Evans, Denys Gardiner, Bill 
Lamond, Kevin McLaughlin, John 
Olmsted, Alan Wormington. The 
next time the checklist is revised, we 
can look back at this list and say I 
told you so!" 



Noteworthy Bird Records 

By Rob Dobos 

Total species recorded during 1996 to March 31: 137 For underlined species or dates a written (or photographic) documentation is 
required by the Hamilton Bird Records Committee. Capitalized species require documentation by the Ontario Bird Records 
Committee 


Observers: Jim Anderson (JA), Gerry Chappie (GCh), Barb Charlton (BC), George Coker (GC), Jim Cram (JC), Bill Cuddy 
(BCu), Hugh Currie (HC), Rob Dawson (RDw), Rob Dobos (RD), Brian Driscoll (BDr), J P Frappier (JF), Denys Gardiner (DG), 
Carl Hamann (CH), Kevin Hannah (KH), Bev Hettrick (BHk), Kathleen Jennings (KJ), Mark Jennings (MJ), Jan Klyve (JK), 
Ursula Kolster (UK), Dennis Lewington (DL), Gwen Lewington (GL), Stuart Mackenzie (SM), Kevin McLaughlin (KM), John 
Miles (JM), Matt Mills (MM), Emmanuel Milot (EM), George Naylor (GN), Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch (NPH), Magne 
Osteras (MO), Rose Petersen (RP), Dan Salisbury (DS), Bill Smith (BS), lan Smith (IS), Rick Snider (RS), Terry Stortz (TS), 
Mike Street (MS), Peter Thoem (PT), Larry vander Pol! (LvP), Rob Waldhuber (RW), Phil Walker (PW), Carol Wilkerson (CW), 
Mike Wolfe (MWo), Many Observers (m obs ). 


Legend: 

* -first occurrence for the year 
F -first occurrence for the 
migration 

L -last occurrence for the 
migration 

HSA -Hamilton Study Area 


Plumages,etc.: 

m. -male 
f -female 
ad -adult 
imm. -immature 
1st win -first winter 
win -wintering 
terr -territorial bird 
max -maximum number 


Coiinties/Regions: 

Brant [/?/?] 

Haldimand-Norfolk [BN] 
Halton [HL] 

Hamilton-Wentworth [HW] 
Niagara [MJ] 

Peel [PL] 

Waterloo [WL] 

Wellington [WL] 


MARCH 1996: 

Red-throated Loon: One on Lake Ontario off Millen Rd [ HW] Mar 31 F [fide HC). 

Common Loon: Two at Woodland Cemetery [HW] Mar 25 * (RD) 

Pied-billed Grebe: One at Dundas Hydro Pond [HW] Mar 2F-23 (RS,m obs ). 

Horned Grebe: One at Windermere Basin [//JF] Mar 15 * (MWo); one off Green Rd, Stoney Creek [HW] Mar 16 (KM, RDw); 
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one on Hamilton Bay off Bayshore Park [HW] Mar 25 (RD). 

Red-necked Grebe: Birds off N Shore Hamilton Bay [HW] 5 -Mar 10 F (KM), 150 -Mar 11 (RD), 65 -Mar 24 (KM). 
Double-crested Cormorant: One at Woodland Cemetery Mar 25 F (RD). 

Great Blue Heron: One over Carolina Park, Brantford [BR] (BL) and three at Dundas Marsh [HW] (UK) Mar 25 F; 22 nests 
with birds at Stoney Creek Rd near York [HN] Mar 29 (BS). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: One ad. at Stoney Creek Ponds [HW] Mar 29 * (PT), 

Tundra Swan: 29 over QEW & Hwy 2 [HL] Mar 14 (RD); 50 over Cootes Dr, Dundas [HW] Mar 15 (RD); birds on Mar 25: 

150 over E Mountain [HW] (GN), 100 over Carolina Park, Brantford (BL), 20 over Hwy 6 & Gore Rd [HW] (RD), 32 at 
Woodland Cemetery (RD), 19 off LaSalle Marina [HW] (RD), 130 over Parkside High School, Dundas [HW] Mar 26 (MM); 13 
over Carolina Park Mar 28 (BL); 54 over Dundas Marsh Mar 27 (UK). 

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE: Three at Hwy 6 at Willow Grove [HN] Mar 13*-]7 (DS el al.) 

Wood Duck: Two over Dundas Feb 24 F (MM); 31 at Woodland Cemetery Mar 25 (RD); 25 at Dundas Marsh Mar 25-26 (UK). 
Green-winged Teal: Four at Tollgate Ponds [//IF] Mar 22 F (RD); 12 at Dundas Marsh Mar 25 (UK). 

Northern Pintail: Two at Taquanyah C.A. [HN] Mar 4 F (JM), four at Woodland Cemetery Mar 14 (RD), nine at Dundas Marsh 
Mar 15 (RD). 

Blue-winged Teal: Ten at Dundas Marsh Mar 29 * (UK). 

Northern Shoveler: Five at Tollgate Ponds Mar 22 F (RD); six at Dundas Marsh Mar 25-27 (UK). 

American Wigeon: Four at Woodland Cemetery and two at Green Mt Rd Quarry [HW] Mar 14 * (RD); 30 at Dundas Marsh 
Mar 27 (UK), and 55 there Mar 31 (RDw). 

Canvasback: A max. of 147 at Woodland Cemetery Mar 25 (RD). 

Redhead: 26 off LaSalle Marina Mar 11 (RD); 15 off Woodland Cemetery Mar 14 (RD); three off Green Rd Mar 24 (RD,BC). 
Ring-necked Duck: 12 off Woodland Cemetery Mar 25 F (RD); 40 at Dundas Marsh Mar 29 (UK), and 60 there Mar 31 
(RDw) 

COMMON EIDER: One f. off Gray Rd to Millen Rd, Stoney Creek [HW] Mar 12*-31 (RD,m obs ), joined by two other f. Mar 
21-31 (KH;m.obs.) 

King Eider: Up to five f. off Gray Rd to Millen Rd Mar 12-31 (RD;m.obs.). 

Black Scoter: One ad m. off Green Rd Mar 12-31 (RD,m.obs ), two f off L P Sayer Park [HW] Mar 18-23 (RD), and one 1st 
win m. there Mar 23 (KM,RDw,EM) 

Surf Scoter: 100 off Burlington Beach Canal [HL] Mar 10 (KM); a max. of 200 off Guelph Line to Sioux Lookout [HL] Mar 24 
(KM). 

White-winged Scoter: About 10000 off Stoney Creek Lakeshore Mar 12 (RD) 

Hooded Merganser: Four at Dundas Hydro Pond Mar 15 F (RD); three off Woodland Cemetery Mar 25 (RD); 16 at Dundas 
Marsh Mar 27 (UK); 24 at Hendrie Valley [HL] Mar 31 (RDw) 

Ruddy Duck: One at Green Mt Rd Quarry Mar 30 * (RP,IS). 

Turkey Vulture: One over Mountain Ave, Hamilton [HW] (RDw) and one over York Rd, Dundas [//IF] (RD) Mar 15 F. 

Bald Eagle: Two ad ,two imm. at W End Hamilton Bay [HW] early Mar (JA), one ad. over Mountain Ave, Hamilton Mar 14-18 
(RDw); birds at Beamer C.A 2 -Mar 13, 3 -Mar 16 (NPH). 

Northern Harrier: One at 10th Rd E, Saltfieet [HW] Mar 14 * (RD) 

Cooper's Hawk: One terr. at Hyde Tract [HW] Mar 30 (RD,BC). 

Northern Goshawk: One f. at Stratheame Ave & Barton St [HW] Mar 1 (KM); one over Dundas Mar 10 (GCh), one ad. at 
Woodland Cemetery Mar 25 (RD). 

Red-shouldered Hawk: One ad at Hwy 6 N of Campbellville Rd [HW] Mar 1 (RD); 200 at Beamer C.A. Mar 16 (NPH). 
Golden Eagle: Birds at Beamer C.A : 1 -Mar 13 *, 2 -Mar 16, 1 -Mar 17, 1 -Mar 18 (NPH), one at Upper Paradise & Stone 
Church Rds [HW] Mar 17 (MM) 

Merlin: One at Carolina Park, Dundas Jan 1-Mar 31 (BL); one at Hopkins Tract [HW] Mar 3 (JK), one at Kenwood Ave, 
Burlington [HL] Mar 13 F (MJ,KJ,BHk); one at Northview Cres, Burlington [HL] Mar 24 (MJ); one over Mountain Ave, 

Hamilton Mar 25 (RDw) 

Peregrine Falcon: Two m.,one f. returned to Sheraton Hotel, downtown Hamilton [HW] mid-Mar hopefully to nest again (fide 
MS); one at Hamilton Mountain [HW] Mar 19 (RP,IS); one at CCIW [HL] Mar 21 (RD). 
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Gray Partridge: 11 at Brantford Airport [RR] Jan 1 (BL) 

Ring-necked Pheasant: One at Hamilton Mountain Mar 25 (RP,IS) 

American Coot: One at LaSalle Marina Mar 25 (RD); one at Dundas Marsh Mar 29 (UK) 

Kitldeer: One over Dunning Ct, Dundas [HW] Mar 12 * (MM), 19 at Woodland Cemetery Mar 25 (RD) 

Common Snipe: One at Woodland Cemetery Mar 25 * (RD) 

American Woodcock: One at Harvester Rd, Burlington [HL\ Mar 31 * (JF) 

Bonaparte's Gull: One over Carolina Park, Brantford Mar 3! F (BL). 

Iceland Gull: One ad over Highland Gardens Park [HW] Mar 14 (RDw), one 1st win off Grays Rd Mar 16 (KM,RDw) 
Glaucous Gull: One at Grand River at Lome Bridge [/?/?] Jan 10 (BL), one over Dunning Ct, Dundas Mar 15 (MM), one imm 
at Woodland Cemetery Mar 16 (KM.RDw), one imm at CCIW Mar 18 and Mar 26 (RD). 

Ringed Turtle Dove: One escapee at Ramsgate Dr, Stoney Creek [HW"] Mar 19 (DL,GL). 

Snowy Owl: One at Cheapside Rd & Cone 10 [ HN] Mar 24 * (fide MS). 

Long-eared Owl: Three at Mount Hope [H\V\ Feb-Mar (LvP); one at Dundas Marsh Mar 2 (BCu). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: One at Hendrie Valley Feb 24 (TS), one at Devon Acres Farm Mar 14 (BL), one at RBG 
Nature Centre [HW] Mar 31 (CW), one at Green Mt Rd Quarry Mar 31 (BS.DG). 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: One at Princess Point [HW\ Mar 31 (RDw,MO) was likely wintering. 

Northern Flicker: One at Dundas Marsh Mar 29 F (UK). 

Pileated Woodpecker: One at Fairchild Creek at Harrisburg Rd [HW] Jan 14 (BL), one at Northview Cres, Burlington Mar 12 
(MJ), one at Rock Chapel Sanctuary [HW] Mar 12 (RDw). 

Eastern Phoebe: One at Beamer C.A Mar 31 F (NPH). 

Tree Swallow: One at St. Augustine Cemetery, Dundas [HW] Mar 30 * (MM), one at Beamer C.A Mar 31 (NPH). 

Tufted Titmouse: One at Oneida 4th Line W of Mackenzie Rd [HN] Mar 10 (JM), one at St Augustine Cemetery Mar 11 and at 
Dunning Ct Mar 30 (MM); one at N Shore Cootes Paradise [HW] Mar 31 (RDw) 

Carolina Wren: One at Dundas Marsh Mar 22,23 (UK;RP,IS) 

Eastern Bluebird: Two near Beamer C.A Mar 17 F (GC) 

Hermit Thrush: One at Highland Gardens Park Mar 18-30 (RDw) was likely wintering. 

Northern Mockingbird: Two at Powerline Rd 1 km E of Lynden Rd [HW] Jan 14 (BL) 

American Pipit: One at Shell Park [HL\ Mar 17 * (MJ) 

Bohemian Waxwing; One at Woodland Cemetery Mar 10 * (GCh). 

Northern Shrike: One at Paris Rail Trail [/?/?] Jan I (BL); one at Carolina Park, Brantford Jan 2,3 (BL). 

Loggerhead Shrike: One at Windermere Basin Mar 31 * (BS,DG,JC,PW). 

Eastern Towhee: (formerly Rufous-sided Towhee) One win. at Devon Acres Farm Jan 1-31 (DG,BL), one win. at Mount Hope 
Feb-Mar (LvP) 

SPOTTED TOWHEE: One imm. m. win at Thorndale Cres, Hamilton [HW] Mar 1-31 (IJK) 

Fox Sparrow: One at Fifty Point C A [HW] Mar 26 * (SM). 

Lapland Longspur: Three at Reg Rd 9 near Hagersville [7/77] Mar 8 F (JM) 

Snow Bunting: Eight at Hwy 403 at Grand River [Tfft] Mar 8 (MS), 100 at Fruitland Rd & QEW [//IT] Mar 9 L (DL,GL). 
Eastern Meadowlark: Four at 10th Rd E, Saltfleet Mar 11 F (DL,CH) 

Common Grackle: 15 at Carolina Park, Brantford Feb 25 (BL). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: 120 at Carolina Park, Brantford Feb 20 (BL) 

Purple Finch: Three at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Mar 1-31 (RP,IS) 

Common Redpoll: 35 at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Mar 7 (RP,IS) 

Hoary Redpoll: One imm m. at First St N, Stoney Creek [HW] Mar 1-28 L (RW). 

Pine Siskin: Four at Hatton Dr, Ancaster Mar 1-31 (RP,IS), six at Beamer C.A Mar 16 (KM.RDw). 

Evening Grosbeak: 20 at Beamer C A. Mar 9 * (NPH). 

Please send your bird records for April and May 1996 by June 10, and for June and July 1996 by August 10, to Rob Dobos at 
1156 5th Cone Rd W., R R #2, Waterdown, LOR 2H2, or phone (905) 659-7732 (eves); or e-mail to: rob.dobos@cciw.ca 

HAMILTON BIRDING HOTLINE: 905-648-9537 
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Tine Flicker and 
the Starling 

by Jack Varey 

My kitchen window looks out 
on the woods of a ravine where a 
flicker was busily drilling a nest 
hole in a dead white birch. In 
passing one day, I noticed a tussle 
going on between the flicker and a 
starling. The starling flew at the 
flicker. The startled flicker moved 
slightly and the starling, seizing the 
opportunity, dove into the hole. 

The flicker plunged its big bill 
into the hole and, grabbing the 
starling by one wing, pulled it out. 
The pair fluttered down into the 
underbrush. 

The flicker was first back up 
and got ready to resume work, but 
the starling, not so easily 
discouraged, flew at the flicker again 
and recaptured the hole. This battle 
was repeated a couple of times 
before the flicker, two or three times 
the size of its opponent, gave up and 
flew off. 

For a few days the starling, bless 
its black little heart, sat on a dead 
limb and sang to consummate a 
family for its new condo but failed 
to attract a mate. The hole was now 
vacant. 

One day, in passing, I stopped to 
confirm what I thought I saw from 
my window; the hole had 
disappeared. A more attentive look 
revealed a saw-whet owl having a 
sunbath, its feathers a perfect match 
for the surrounding bark. 


Sesquicentennial 

Quilt 

by Rose Petersen 
Hamilton is celebrating its 
Sesquicentennial birthday this year. 
Part of the activities is a SesQUILT 
made of nine inch blocks, each one 
representing a different organization, 
association, church, family or 
business in Hamilton. Several of the 
blocks are on a nature and 
conservation theme depicting Cootes 
Paradise and the Red Hill Valley. I 
have contributed a block with a pair 
of Wood Ducks bordered with red 
paisley, above which is machine 
stitched, Hamilton Naturalists’ 

Club, 1919-1996". 

The quilt is being put together at 
Jackson Square near the Sheraton 
and the public is invited to come 
and look at it. You can even put in a 
few stitches, if you wish. It will be 
worked on until the end of May. 
When completed, the SesQUILT 
will hang in City Hall but will be 
displayed in various places as 
requested by community 
organizations. Hamilton Place and 
the RBG have already booked an 
appearance. Do come and enjoy it! 


Loon Watchers Wanted 

The loon is a symbol of 
wilderness and holds a special place 
in the hearts of Canadians. However, 
loons are suffering from human 
activities. Concern about the effects 
of acid rain and human disturbance 
on loons led to the creation of the 


Canadian Lakes Loon Survey 
(CLLS). 

The CLLS is a long-term 
project designed to monitor the 
niunbers and breeding success of 
loons on lakes across Canada. Loons 
depend on their nesting lakes for 
resources to sustain themselves and 
raise their young, and are vulnerable 
to anything affecting water quality. 
Recent Survey results suggest that 
loons are having difficulty raising 
young on acidic lakes. On severely 
affected lakes, loon chicks may 
starve because of the reduction or 
absence of fish. Acid water also 
leaches mercury and other toxic 
metals from rocks and soil. These 
metals enter the aquatic food chain 
and may reach toxic levels in loons. 

However, lake acidity and 
pollutants are not the only problems 
loons have to contend with in 
Canada. The legs of loons are placed 
far back on the body, making loons 
powerful swimmers but almost 
helpless on land. Nests are typically 
built right at the water’s edge for 
ease of access and to provide a 
quick escape from perceived danger. 
Cottages built close to the shore 
displace loons form heir traditional 
nesting sites. Damming for flood 
control or hydroelectric power 
causes water level changes that 
swamp nests or leave them stranded 
high out of the water and 
unreachable. Powerboaters often 
unknowingly run down buoyant loon 
chicks, panic parents and disrupt 
care and feeding of young, or create 
wakes that wash loon eggs out of 
nests. 

Thousands of volunteers are 
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already surveying lakes across 
Canada, collecting vital information 
on the effects of pollution, 
development and other human 
disturbances on survival of loon 
adults and chicks. The Canadian 
Lakes Loon Survey needs help from 
people who can visit lakes at least 
three times during the summer — 
June to watch for resident adults, 
July to look foe newly hatched 
chicks, and August to record the 
number of chicks that have survived 
the summer. Information is needed 
from every type of lake — from 
pristine wilderness retreats to busy 


cottage waterways. Even surveys of 
lakes without loons provide valuable 
information, as we hope to discover 
those factors that exclude loons from 
an area. 

Anyone wishing to survey a lake 
is requested to register with the 
Canadian Lakes Loon Survey, 

Bird Studies Canada, P.O. Box 
160, Port Rowan, ON NOE 1M0. A 
$12.00 tax-creditable fee is now' 
being asked of surveyors to offset 
costs of producing and distributing 
survey kits and newsletters, and 
maintaining the Survey. A survey kit 


with instructions will be forwarded 
to volunteers in May, and all 
participants receive the annual CLLS 
Newsletter each fall. The Canadian 
Lakes Loon Survey is funded by 
Northern Reflections, the Canadian 
Wildlife Service, and charitable 
contributions of CLLS participants. 



Field Events and Wednesday Evening Walks 

May through August 


Saturday May 4 9:00 a.m. 

Spring Flower Paradise, Point 
Abino, 

Event of the Year Joint field trip with 
the Peel Naturalists and host Tim 
Seburn from the Bert Miller Naturalists' 
Club, Fort Erie. Meet at Eastgate Mall 
SE for directions and car pooling. 

Leave there at 9:15 a m. sharp to arrive 
at destination before 1 I 00 a m 
Contact: Pierre Arnold 648-2519 

Saturday May 4 9:00-12:00 a.m. 

Red Hill Valley Clean-Up 
Annual Event 

Revitalize the valleyl Meet at Kings 
Forest Parking Lot Mountain Brow 
Blvd 

Contact: Don McLean 664-8796 John 
Struger 547-5116 


Sunday May 5 9:00 a.m. 

Clean-up at Short Hills 
Volunteers, oid and new, are invited to 
help out with this annual clean-up of 
the Short Hills Sanctuary trail system 
The main task usually involves the 
removal of fallen debris from winter 
storms. Bring a lunch and meet at 
Battlefield Square parking lot, on 
Queenston Rd , just east of Hwy #20 
Leader: John Fischer 643-3837 

Friday Aft. May 10-May 12/3 

Camping at Point Pelee National 
Park 

FULL Waiting list 

Contact: Pierre Arnold 648-2519 

Frank Morley 575-0668 

Saturday May 11 Date Change, 
see May 4 f 

Natural Areas Clean-up 


Sunday May 19 2:00 

Red Hill Valley 
Spring Wild Flower Walk 
Meet at creek, Rosedale Arena. Take 
Cochrane Rd S to the end 
HRCA 525-2181 

Saturday May 25 10:00-noon. 
Subject to Change 

Red Hill Valley Trail-Official 
Opening 

Meet at creek below Rosedale Arena 
Take Cochrane Rd S to the end. 
HRCA 525-2181 
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Sunday May 26 9:00 a.m. 

Spring in Short Hills 
Joint Field Trip with Bert Miller 
Naturalists' Club, Fort Erie. Join us for 
a walk through the Club sanctuary in 
North Pelham to enjoy spring’s arrival 
in the Carolinian Forest Bring a lunch 
Meet at McDonald’s at FLwy 53 & 6. 
Please note that the day in the Dates to 
Remember is incorrect. 

Leaders: Pat & Brian Burgon 
648-6153 

Friday Eve. May 31-Sun. June 2 

Camping at McGregor Point 
Provincial Park 

Arrive Friday evening to this Class 1 
Wetland, and sample the rugged trails 
and discover the wealth of natural assets 
in this beautiful park located 12 km 
South of Port Elgin. Leave Sunday Call 
week-evenings to reserve and for 
further details. Site reservations count 
required by Thursday May 16th. 
Contact: Pierre Arnold 648-2519 

Sunday June 2 2:00-3:30 p.m. 

Red Hill Valley - Trees and 
Shrubs 

Meet at Rosedale Arena. Take Cochrane 
Rd S to the end 
HRCA 525-2181 

Saturday June 8 8:30 

Nature Walkathon 1996 
Please note change of date The Nature 
Walkathon is now under the auspices of 
the Bay Area Restoration Council. 

Please call BARC for details. 

Contact: BARC 525-9140 ext 27405 



Saturday June 15 9:00 a.m. 

Ferns of Beverly 

This is an opportunity to learn how to 
identify many of the species of ferns 
which grow in this area. Be prepared for 
mosquitos! Bring a lunch and meet at 
the Concession #8 parking lot in 
Beverley Swamp just west of Spencer 
Creek 

Leaders: Hazel Broker 527-0333 Bruce 
Duncan (519) 622-4709 

Saturday June 22 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Red Hill Valley 

Art show and display in the Valley 
Rosedale Arena area. 

HRCA 525-2181 

Saturday August 31 9:00 a.m. 

Cootes Paradise Canoe Trip 
Put in at Princess Point Bring own 
canoe and gear. 

Leader: Wolfgang Lift 681-2276 

Wednesday Evening Walks 

All walks start at 6:30 p.m. with the 
exception of the last two in August. 
Dress sensibly, and bring field 
guides. Walks may be confirmed in 
the Hamilton Spectator's Bulletin 
Board (Metro Section) before walk. 

May 8 

Stoney ('reek Ravine 

Meet at Fiesta Mall (102 Hwy 8). East 

of Hwy 20 and Lake Rd West of Grays 

Rd 

Don McLean 664-8796 

May 15 

Westdale Woods 

Meet at Childrens Garden Parking Lot 
Go W on King St W, turn right on 
Marion, go to end. 

Rick Snider 527-5456 


May 22 

Spring Creek Valley , Dundas, Birds 
Meet at Sanctuary Park entrance. 

Pleasant Valley Survey Take Pleasant 
Ave off the Dundas/Ancaster Rd Go 
SW until Sanctuary Drive. Turn R go to 
end 

Bob Stamp 627-9128 

May 29 

Dundas Valley, Martin Rd, Birds 
Meet at junction of Martin Road and 
Jerseyville Road, Ancaster. Park at 
Firestone Community Centre. 

Bill Lomond 519-756-9546 

June 5 

Spring Valley Trail, Flora and Trees 
Meet at Spring Valley and Lions Pool 
Park on Jerseyville Rd. Ancaster. 

Pat Burgon 648-6153 

June 12 

Dundas Valley, Flora and Trees 
Meet at Trail Centre Parking Lot. Go to 
Ancaster, go W on Sulphur Springs Rd 
off Wilson St (Hwy 2) at lights, or go 
E on Sulphur Springs Rd off Governors 
Rd (Hwy 99) 

Lyn Hanna-Folkes 648-1945 

June 19 

Dundas Valley, General Nature 
Meet at Dundas Valley Trail Centre. Go 
to Ancaster, go W on Sulphur Springs 
Rd off Wilson St. (Hwy 2) at lights, or 
go E on Sulphur Springs Rd off 
Governors Rd (Hwy 99). 

Bruce Duncan 519-622-4709 

June 26 

Red Hill Creek, Mammals 

Meet at Rosedale Arena Take Cochrane 

Rd S to the end 

John Hannah 524-1872 
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The Wood Duck 


May 1096 


July 3 

Fetter's Falls Conservation Area 
Meet at its parking lot Go N on 
Paramount off Mud Street and take 
Audubon St S 
Hazel Broker 527-0333 

July 10 

Hendrie's Valley Rti( i 

Grind Stone Marshes Trail (New Board 

Walk) Meet at Cherry Hill Gate, Go to 

Plains Rd (Hwy 2) Near RBG Head 

Quarters beside Rose Garden 

Barb. McKean 523-8061 

July 17 

Spencer C 'reek, Dundas 

Meet at Cdn Tire Parking lot Cootes 

Drive/King St. Dundas 

Brian Wylie 627—1601 

July 24 

Van Wagners Ponds 
Meet at Hutch's parking lot 
John Hannah 524-1782 

July 31 

Shore Acres, Burlington 

Meet at SW of Appelby Mall parking 

lot. 

Wolfgang Luft 681-2276 

August 7 

Kings Forest, Summer Flowers 
Meet at Rosedale Arena Take Cochrane 
Rd S to the end 
Lois Evans 545-8171 

August 14 

East Port Drive and Lakeshore, 

Birds & Habitats 

Meet at CCIW, Cdn Centre for Inland 
Waters, first parking lot, bring scopes 
Rob Dobos 905-659-7732 



August 21 6 p.m. sharp and 
earlier! 

Cootes Paradise - Birds 
Meet at Spencer Creek junction with 
Cootes Drive Park on Cootes Drive 
after culvert coming from Hamilton 
Michael Clark 627—5176 

August 28 6 p.m. sharp and 
earlier! 

Van Wagners Ponds 
Meet at Hutch's parking lot 
Barry Cherriere 560-7476 



A 

Natural Meeting Place 
1996 Canadian Nature 
Federation Conference 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 
August 15-18, 1996 

Special iiuest Speaker: 
Robert Bateman 

Birds in the morning, bats at dusk, 
stars at night, wolves howling in the 
dark, beluga whales swimming 
alongside your boat, prairie grasses 
brushing your shoulders and more! 

To receive the Conference package, 
contact the following: 

CNF Conference Registrar 
401-63 Albert Street 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1G4 

(204) 261-1966 
Fax:(204) 284-1863 
e-mail: 

102770.241@compuserve.com 

lettylast@nmanitoba.ca 


School Yard Naturalization 
A Life Zone Approach 
A One-Day Workshop 

May 13, 14, or 15,1996 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Arboretum Centre, 

The Arboretum, 

University of Guelph 

Workshop: $66.00 Manual: $29.00 

For more information call: 

(519) 624-4-120 ext. 4110 
Fax. (519) 763-9596 Jfdk 


Meeting by the Rapids 
FON1996 

Annual General Meeting 
and Conference 
May 24, 25 and 26th 

Hosted by the 
Sault Naturalists Club 
Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario 
Call Pon or Vivian Hail 
I 1-70S-24S-1S34 


W.D. 

■U 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Monday, May 13 8:00 p.m. 

Location: RBG Centre 

680 Plains Rd West 
Burlington 

Butterflies — A Measure 
of Our Survival 

Joanna Chapman & Brian McKihbin 
The habitat and life cycle of 
butterflies, the Urquhart Butterfly 
Garden, & how to attract butterflies 
to your garden. 


Monday, June 10 6:30 p.m. 

Annual Potluck Supper 

Meet at RBG Nature Centre, Old 
Guelph Rd., Dundas. Please bring a 
lawn chair, plates and cutlery and food. 
Join us for supper and a nature walk 
afterward. We look forward to seeing 
you. 


Monday, May 20, 7:00 p.m. 

Bird Study Group 

Location: Red Hill Valley, 

Near creek Behind 
Rosedale Arena 

This is an informal but interesting 
meeting featuring a discussion of recent 
bird sightings, an identification session 
and a workshop, film or set of slides 
about some aspect of birds. If you're a 
beginner birdwatcher, come out to learn 
more about birds. If you're an expert 
birder, come out to share your knowledge 
and enthusiasm. This month will feature 
- Annual end of season outing 

Organizer: Bruce Duncan 519- 
622-4709 


Saturday, May 25 9:30-noon 

Junior Naturalists’ Club 

Location: Rosedale Arena 
Hamilton, ON 

Warblers and Wildflowers 

We'll explore nature’s palette, from the 
bright colours of warblers to the soft 
pastels of wildflowers. Afterwards we'll 
have a special mural painting session 

Saturday, June 15 9:30-noon 

Location: Tew's Falls Conservation Area 
parking lot 

Waterfall Walk 

We'll hike from Tew’s Falls to Webster’s 
Falls, have a picnic lunch and play some 
nature games Bring a picnic lunch in a 
day pack. 

Please note: these activities are limited to 
Junior Naturalists' Club members 
Meetings are held monthly and led by 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable, volunteer 
members of the HNC If your children 
would like to have fun while learning 
about nature, please call Roslynne for 
details on how they can join the Club. 

Organizer: Roslynne Price 681-2276 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

March 1 to May 15 

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwatch 
This is conducted at Beamer Memorial 
Conservation Area on Ridge Rd Above 
the escarpment in Grimsby It is one of 
the best spring viewing spots for migrant 
hawks in Ontario Counters are on hand 
daily The better days are when winds are 
southerly. No guarantees. 

Contact: Mike Street 648-3737 

See Page 156 for a complete listing 
of upcoming events and the 
Wednesday evening walks for the 
summer. 

Have a Great Summer! 


The April WOOD DUCK was assembled 
and mailed by: 

Jo Harschnitz 
Norm Pomfrei 
Maria Sedgwick 
Jim and Jean Stollard 

Thanks everyonfe! 


There will he no May Meeting 

Plant Study Group 

Location: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
478 Hwy 53 East 
Ancaster 

The Plant Study Group is an informal 
meeting of those interested in plants and 
who wish to share ideas and learn more 
about thi s fascinating aspect of the natural 
world. Whether a beginner or a seasoned 
botanist, come out and enjoy the lively 
discussions. This month will feature: 

Organizer: Lyn Hanna-Folkes 
648-1945 













